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Adoption of Good Agricultural Practice by Coffee Farmers at Wawee
Sub- District in Mae Suai District of Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance (2) receiving
information circumstance (3) adoption of good agricultural practice (4) factors effecting adoption of
good agricultural practice (5) problems and suggestions of coffee growers in Wawee Sub-District, Mae
Saruai District, Chieng Rai Province.

The sample comprised a total of 724 coffee growers in the area of Wawee Sub-District, Mae
Saruai District, Chieng Rai Province during the growing year 2011-2012. By simple random
sampling, 160 samples were selected. The instrument for data collection was an interview form. Data
was analyzed by computer programs. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, maximum value, minimum value, seeking correlation between independent variable and
dependent variable by stepwise multiple regression analysis.

Research results: (1) From socio-economic circumstance, it was discovered 75.6% of the
growers were male with their average age at 41.26 years. Unfortunately, they were uneducated. Their
average experience in growing coffee was 15.5 years. 89.5% of them could speak Thai, 81.9% could
understand Thai while 56.2% could read and write Thai language. Their average household labor was
3.17 persons. Their average annual income from growing coffee was 194,459.38 baht. Their average
area for growing coffee was 15.69 rai. (2) In terms of receiving official updated news, their average
attendance experience in the GAP training was 1.77 times. Their average attendance experience in
coffee training was 2.20 times. Their average receiving information on coffee growing was 3.62 times.
Source of information was mostly from government officials. Their average contact with government
officials about coffee was 3.53 times. (3) Adoption of good agricultural practice by coffee growers,
their knowledge about the adoption of GAP was found at high level. Most of the coffee growers, in
terms of opinion, adopted the GAP at high level. Almost all of them, in terms of practice, adopted the
GAP at the highest level. (4) Factors effecting adoption of good agricultural practice, it was discovered
the following factors effecting the GAP which was positive significant i.e. receiving information about
coffee growing, growing area and level of education. Meanwhile the following factors affecting the
GAP which was negative significant were number of household labor and level of the GAP knowledge.
(5) Problems and suggestions: The most serious problem which was at the highest level was high cost
of production while problems at high level included lack of knowledge for products processing, source
of information about coffee growing, outbreak of diseases, shortage of water source, labor problem,
low price of products, no market for selling products and high cost of products delivery. They
suggested providing them with knowledge about lowering production cost, prevention and eradication
of pests and diseases as well as processing of coffee products.
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